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October 21st 2020

Dear families and students at St. Richard Gwyn,

Re: National ‘Circuit-breaker’

You will have heard Monday’s announcement by Welsh Government about the introduction of a firebreak from Friday 23rd October until Monday 9th November and we wanted to keep you informed about the school’s plans during this time. 

Half Term Break 
This will begin as scheduled on Friday 23rd October and run until Monday 2nd November. 
Students will not be required to undertake any distance learning during this week.

Impact on School
While the first week of the ‘circuit-breaker’ takes place during the scheduled half-term holiday, it will also affect the week beginning 2nd November. 

Monday, November 2nd will be an INSET day and as such, the school will be closed to all students. There will be no requirement for online learning.

From Tuesday, 3rd November, students in Years 7 and 8 will attend school as normal. However, the remaining year groups (Years 9-13) will not attend school and will access their work remotely using Microsoft Teams via the Hwb and Google classrooms. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]All students will be reminded of their login details for both Hwb and Google classrooms this week. They will also undertake a refresher session to ensure that they are confident in accessing the online platforms. Staff on a daily basis will provide work and students should complete their work according to their timetable. More detailed information regarding the learning plan will be provided on Friday.

GCSE Examinations/University Entrance Testing
I am aware that a number of students will be sitting examinations during the second week of the ‘circuit-breaker’ and I can confirm that these examinations will go ahead as scheduled.
Our students and staff have worked tirelessly to prepare for these. Therefore, all who are scheduled to sit the examinations should ensure they attend.

Pastoral Support
For some students, the prospect of missing a week from school in November will create heightened anxiety. However, please be aware that our pastoral team will be on hand to contact students to ‘touch base’ and offer support. During the forced closure in the spring/summer, these staff made weekly calls to large numbers of identified students. While many of these students will be a priority during the first week after the half-term, should you feel your child would benefit from this then please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Green, Assistant Head Teacher, by no later than 3.00pm this coming Friday.
Despite the many challenges we have faced this term, I am proud of the efforts of everyone at the school. I am confident that our students in Years 9 to 13 will embrace their online learning with the same enthusiasm that they did in the spring.

[image: ]I am grateful for your continued support as we work collectively to keep everyone safe, while providing continuity in learning. Please ensure that our young people adhere to the lockdown measures to ensure that we keep school safe on our return.

I wish you and your families a restful, and safe, half-term break. 

Yours sincerely

 

Catherine McCormack
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